
HENRY 4 WAXMAIL CPLIFOYNIA 
RAHYING h?INORITY MEhlk3kA 

DAN SUPTON INDIANA 
CHRISTOPHER EMAYS, CONNECTICUT 
ILEANA ROS-LEtiTlNEN. FLORIDA 
JOHN M IAsHUGH, NEW YORK 
JOHN L MICA, FLORIDA 
MARK E SOUDER INDIANA 
STEVEN C LRTOURETTE OHIO 
DOUG OSE CALIFORNIA 
RON LEWIS, KENTUCKY 
JO ANN DAVIS. VIRGINIA 
TODD RUSSELL P U T T S  PENNSYLVI 
CHRIS CANNON UTAH 
ADAM ti PUTNAM, FLORIDA 
EDWARD L SCHROCK, VIRGINIA 
JOHN J DUNCAN, JR.. TENNESSEE 
NATHAN DEAL. GEORGIA 
CANDICE MILLER MICHIGAN 
TIM MURPHY, PENNSYLVANIA 
?hICHAEL R TURNER, OHIO 
JOHN R CARTER, TEXAS 
MARSHA BLACKBURN, TENNESSEE 
PATRICK J TIBERI. OHIO 
KATHERINE HARRIS. FLORIDA 

ONE HUNDRED EIGHTH CONGRESS 

For Immediate Release 
September 14,2004 

COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT REFORM 

2157 RAYBURN HOUSE OFF~GE BUILDING 

WASHINGT~N~ DC 2051 5-61 43 
MAJOR~TY 12021 225-5074 , , 
FACSIM~LE (202) 225-3970 
M~NOR~TY (202) 225-5051 
TTY 1202) 225-6852 

TOM LANTOS CPLlFORN!A 
MAJOR R OWENS MEW 'fORii 
EDOLPlillS TOWNS. NEW YORK 
PAUL E KlNJORSKi PENNSYL\dANlli 
CAROLYN S MALONEY NEWYORK 
ELIJAH E CUMMlNGS MARYLAND 
DENNIS J KUCINICP OHIO 
DANNf K DAVIS ILLIkOIS 
JOHN F TIERNEY MASSACHUSETTS 
WM LADY C U v  MISSOURI 
DIANE E 'WINSON CALIFORNIA 
STEPHEN F LYNCH MASSACHUSETTS 
CHRIS VAN NOiLEN, MARYLAND 
LINDAT SANCHEZ CALIFORNIA 
C A  DUTCHRUPPERSBERGER 

MARYWND 
ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
JIM COOPER. TENNESSEE 
BETTY McCOLLUM. MINNESOTA 

BERNARD SANDERS, VERMOfdT 
INDEPENDENT 

For more information, contact: 
Karen Lightfoot /Anna Laitin (202) 225-505 1 

Washington, DC - Today Rep. Henry A. Waxman released a comprehensive 
report on secrecy and the Bush Administration. The 81-page report systematically 
examines how the Administration has implemented the major laws that govern access to 
government records. It finds a consistent pattern: laws designed to promote public 
access to information have been undermined while laws that authorize the government to 
withhold information or operate in secret have repeatedly been expanded. 

"The Bush Administration has an obsession with secrecy," said Rep. Waxman. 
"It has repeatedly rewritten laws and changed practices to reduce public and 
congressional scrutiny of its activities. The cumulative effect is an unprecedented assault 
on the laws that make our government open and accountable." 

The report: 

Details how the Bush Administration has narrowed the scope and application of 
the nation's landmark laws promoting open government, including the Freedom 
of Information Act, the Federal Advisory Committee Act, and the Presidential 
Records Act. 

Analyzes how the Administration has expanded laws that restrict public access to 
government information, including the laws relating to classification of 
information and secret government operations. 

o Examines how the Administration has limited congressional access to federal 
records. 

Rep. Waxman and other members of the Government Reform Committee also 
announced their intention to introduce the "Restore Open Government Act of 2004" to 
reverse Bush Administration policies limiting public access to government information. 

The complete report and the legislation are available online at 
http://ww.democrats.reform.house.gov. 


